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Guidelines for an Argumentative/Persuasive Paper
The persuasive paper should contain the following broad categories:
 (This is not in correct outline format! Use this as a Guideline for the Body of the Essay.)
· Introduction: The job of the introduction is to give an OVERVIEW of the paper.  What will you discuss? How will you approach this topic? What will you prove in your paper? Write the Introduction after you have written the body of your paper. State your specific thesis statement (the main idea of your essay) at the end of your introductory paragraph. It needs to have the same wording as the Thesis Statement in your Outline.
· Background – Informative (Select from among these possibilities. Not all are required.)
· What is the problem? Help the reader understand what is important about this issue, why you are arguing this particular way.
· What does the reader need to know in order to understand this issue? Not all are required. Help the reader understand this issue.
· Description
· Definition
· History – What happened in the past?
· Current situation
· Refutation of opposing views (This section can be here or later.)
· What do opponents believe?
· Why do they believe it?
· What do you need to say to convince your reader that he/she is wrong?
· Arguments in favor – 
· Facts
· Evidence
· Statistics
· Pictures
· Graphs
· Examples
· Stories
· Real situations
· Made up instances that are LIKE real ones
· Authoritative testimony
· Etc.
· Solutions (Optional but strongly suggested.)
· What do you suggest should be done? Remember not to use I, we, us, our, me, my, mine, you or your in your paper. 
· What do authorities suggest should be done?
· Conclusion: Write your specific concluding statement, and make sure that it mirrors or parallels your specific thesis statement. Review what you have said in your paper. Go back over the arguments you have made and what you have proven. Finish with a broad, general statement about your topic.
---------------------------------------------------------------
(Sample) Outline
Thesis Statement: The government should impose legislation that requires food companies to label whether or not their product contains genetically modified organisms. [Write a complete sentence that indicates what you will prove in the paper. // This thesis is the ANSWER to your final, modified yes/no question.]
I. Background of genetically modified foods
            A. The problem
            B.  History
            C. Definition
            D. Media blackout
II. Reasons for use
            A. Mass production
                        1. What it is
                        2. Why it is wrong
            B. Monopolization of a seed
                        1. What it is
                        2. Why it is wrong
III. Why genetically modified foods are harmful
            A. Foreign DNA
            B. Bovine growth hormone
            C. Antibiotic-resistant foods
IV. The labeling solution
            A. Countries with mandatory labeling laws
            B. America’s desire to know
Concluding Statement: The government should insist on laws that obligate food companies to label whether or not their product contains genetically modified organisms. 


